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Independent Review Panel Communique 

The Panel tasked with undertaking a review of CPA Australia is in the process of drafting the 

preliminary report due for release in the week ending 15 September. 

The Independent Review Panel has received over 1700 submissions through the review website 

and has conducted member or other stakeholder consultations with 25 different individuals or 

groups. 

There have been more than 6250 unique visitors to www.cpaaustraliareview.com 

Panel Chair, Ian McPhee, said the number and quality of submissions was a reflection of how 

engaged the membership is with the future of CPA Australia. 

“We have been very impressed with the level of thought that has gone into many of the 

submissions which are still coming in.  It is clear many members have invested significant time in 

formulating their ideas and their own recommendations for the future.” 

“It is also clear there is a significant diversity of views held by members and other stakeholders 

on the most appropriate way forward.” 

Mr McPhee said that the delivery of the preliminary report would be a starting point for 

consultation on the development of formal recommendations which will be included in the final 

report due in December. 

“Our intent is for the preliminary report to provide more detail on the issues that have been 

raised with us in relation to each of the review’s terms of reference.” 

“It is fair to say that views about governance have come through as a strong theme in our work 

to date.” 

“The preliminary report will set out a number of thoughts about potential changes and we will 

seek further feedback and consultation after the release of the preliminary report.  This will then 

inform our final detailed recommendations in December.” 

Mr McPhee also noted there had been positives coming through the consultation process. 

“We are conscious that CPA Australia is a significant accounting body internationally and it is 

important that it maintains its standing and reputation.” 

“Many of the submissions we have received suggest that members want CPA Australia to 

continue to be a strong and progressive professional body but with a much clearer focus on 

members.” 

The preliminary report will be posted on the Independent Review Panel’s website in the week 

ending 15 September.  CPA Australia members will be sent a direct email advising the report 

has been published as soon as it is available. 
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